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GitHub page



What is Archivist?

Open-source web 
application

Multiple users 
can enter and edit 

questionnaires

Link questions to 
variables

Map questions/variables 
to topics/concepts

Exports DDI 
Lifecycle 3.2 

Archivist →
CLOSER 

Discovery



Why was Archivist developed?









What can we document in Archivist?

• Questionnaire title

• Questions
• Question items and grids
• Instructions
• Interviewee

• Response domains

• Code lists
• Cardinality

• Routing (i.e., conditions)

• Loops

• Sequences

• Statements



Thank you for filling this in. Children of the 90s 

loves to look at the things you draw! 

Things For You to Do Statement

Question name/label Question text 

Code list

Routing/Condition

Question text 
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Routing/condition

Code list



Question name/label Question text 

Statement

Code list

Routing/Condition

Condition text

Condition logic



Who can use Archivist?

• Simplifies questionnaire 
entry
oNo DDI or XML knowledge 

required

oQuestionnaire entry is 
carried out by trained but 
not technical staff

• Can be done remotely



Quality control features of Archivist



Quality control features of Archivist

• Re-using code 
lists/response 
domains within 
questionnaires



Quality control features of Archivist

• Asterisks to 
highlight the 
minimum 
amount of 
metadata 
required



Quality control features of Archivist

• Automated checks to 
flag errors and 
inconsistencies



Quality control features of Archivist

• Copy completed 
questionnaires rather than 
starting from scratch



CLOSER’s controlled vocabulary



CLOSER’s controlled vocabulary



CLOSER’s controlled vocabulary



CLOSER’s controlled vocabulary



Quality control throughout the metadata 
workflow

Entered by 
the study or 
CLOSER

Questionnaire 
entry

Checked for 
accuracy and 
consistency 
by CLOSER

Questionnaire 
verification

Corrected and 
finalised by 
the enterer

Questionnaire 
updates



Questionnaire verification

• Stringent verification process
• Checklist

• Summary tables

• Listening
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Questionnaire verification

• Stringent verification process
• Checklist

• Summary tables

• Listening



CLOSER Technical Wiki
https://wiki.ucl.ac.uk/display/CLOS/CLOSER

https://wiki.ucl.ac.uk/display/CLOS/CLOSER


Take home points

Re-use metadata 
where possible

Automated checks to 
highlight errors

Integrate quality 
control into your 
metadata workflow

Document your 
metadata entry 
process 



Thank you ☺

Scan the QR 
code to visit 

our Archivist 
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